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ACCORDING to our Boston correspondent, the Protectives 
of that city are to be utilized in surveying risks in the 
mercantile portion of the city. As this corps is in the 
employ exclusively of the insurance companies, and as 
their attendance at fires occupies but a small portion of 
their time, it would appear that they might render valu- 
able service to the companies in the direction indicated. 
Careful and frequent surveys of risks, especially of build- 
ings occupied for business purposes by several tenants, 
are better calculated to lead to the adoption of better 
methods of fire prevention, and, consequently, to reduc- 
ing the number of fires and the amount of fire losses. 
The carelessness of tenants is responsible for a large major- 
ity of all fires that occur, but if their carelessness was 
pointed out to them frequently, they would be apt to 
reform their habits. The Protectives can do good service 
inthis way if properly directed, as they doubtless will be 
if they undertake the work. 





THE new Insurance Commissioner of Massachusetts, 
John K. Tarbox, takes a justly temperate view of co-oper- 
ative life insurance. He thinks that, viewed as a business 
transaction, the co-operative contract is unequal and an 
improvident game of chance. He nevertheless discovers 


no valid reason why the individual should not be free to 


patronize it. The State is not a parent to its citizens, and 
if not opposed to good morals, the co-operate game of 
chance must be allowed to continue until the citizen be- 
comes satiated, just as the use of tobacco is permitted, both 
being prerogatives of individual liberty. Commissioner 
Tarbox warmly urges, however, that the co-operatives in 
Massachusetts be brought under the surveillance of the 
insurance statutes, arguing that if the public needs protec- 
ion in the case of the regular life companies by the enact- 
ment of supervisory laws, it also needs protection in the 
case of the co-operatives, most of which do life insurance 
business and nothing else, employing salaried officers to 
manage their affairs and paid agents to solicit patronage, in 
all particulars as regular companies do. Mr. Tarbox rea- 
Sons that eventually the public, having tasted of cheap 
surance through the co-operatives and proved it to be an 








unsatisfactory and poor article, }will invest their money 
altogether in the regular life companies, which the test of 
practical experience of successive generations has endorsed 
as worthy of trust. And thus out of evil will proceed 
good. 





THE New England Insurance Exchange has long been 
engaged in the good work of surveying and classifying 
risks and advancing rates in accordance with their hazards, 
and, having gone through various manufacturing industries, 
has given attention to summer hotels. Asa consequence, 
the rates on these extremely hazardous risks have been 
advanced from one and one-half and two per cent to two 
and one-half and three per cent. There is little probability 
that these risks will yield a profit even at the advance, for 
they are precarious under the most favorable conditions ; 
yet at times there has been a most unreasonable compe- 
tition between companies to secure this class of business, 
even at lower rates than those named above. Let com- 
pany A learn that company B is negotiating for a summer 
hotel and company A forthwith steps in, cuts the rate and 
walks off with the supposed prize. At least that is the 
way it used to be done, but after a few of the A compa- 
nies got seriously burnt they have not been quite so greedy. 
This year the summer hotels found considerable diffi- 
culty in obtaining as much insurance as they required, and 
most of them had to pay an advance over last year’s rates. 
Most of these hotels were built with an evident desire to 
ascertain how much combustible material could be placed 
within a prescribed limit, and how long it would stand 
without any means at hand for extinguishing fires. The 
insurance companies have solved these conundrums on re- 
peated occasions and paid heavily for the privilege of so 
doing. It would be in the interests of the public if the 
companies would refuse absolutely to insure summer 
hotels, and thus compel their proprietors to provide them 
with proper fire protection. 





Tie Aqueduct Commission has at last organized, and 
promises to be one of the most expensive Commissions 
New York is blest with. It is composed of six members, 
including the Mayor, and it is proposed that each_ shall 
have a salary of $8000 a year. Possibly the Mayor will 
not attempt to draw pay for two offices at the same time, 
so that $40,000 a year will cover the salaries of these 
highly ornamental officers. Then they will, of course, em- 
ploy a secretary, clerks, etc., to say nothing of surveyors, 
engineers, and other experts, who will do the actual work 
of the Commission. At the meeting of the Board for or- 
ganization, it was voted to take expensive rooms in the 
Tribune building, and these, of course, will require to be 
furnished in the most luxurious modern style. What 
possible use these high-priced officers will be in the con- 
struction of the dam, reservoirs and aqueduct, we cannot 
conceive. All the work will be done by contract, contract- 
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ors will be required to give bonds for the satisfactory per- 
formance of their work, and a corps of experts to see that 
it is so done will be worth more to the taxpayers than 
all these fancy Commissioners. One good, competent en- 
gineer, like Roebling or General Newton, with full author- 
ity over the work, would be worth a hundred Commission- 
ers. But the politicians must have patronage, and in order 
that it shall be fairly divided up it was necessary to put in 
enough Commissioners to give all factions a slice, and to 
watch each other. This water-supply scheme is estimated 
to cost from $18,000,000 to $20,000,000, but we have pre- 
dicted that it would cost the city twice that sum before 
any water was realized by the new plan, but from the 
way the new Commission starts off, we are now inclined 
to believe that the works will cost treble the estimate, 
and that it will be ten instead of six years before they are 
completed. The taxpayers of New York have no one 
but themselves to blame if they are robbed by the politi- 
cians; they had abundant opportunity to defeat this grand 
water-supply steal had they so desired, but with their cus- 
tomary apathy they allowed it to pass. 





THE Boston Tariff Association, after long consideration 
of the subject, has at last taken definite action relative to 
the brokers. By the plan which has just been adopted by 
the Association, with the approval of over ninety per cent 
of the companies belonging to it, members of the Associa- 
tion will not transact business with any broker who 
has not received a certificate to the effect that he has sig- 
nified his willingness to abide by the rules and regulations 
of the Association. On making application for such cer- 
tificate, the broker is required to obligate himself not to di- 
vide his commissions with the insured, to maintain the rates 
established by the Association, and such rules and regula- 
tions as it nay deem necessary for the proper management 
of the business. It is thought that this rule, which is to 
take effect September first, will have the effect of driving 
out of the business a lot of irresponsible persons who have 
managed to control small lines of business by dividing their 
commissions with their patrons. Thisis simply an indirect 
manner of cutting rates, and has a tendency to demoralize 
the business. While brokers are generally regarded by the 
companies as a necessary evil, to be tolerated because they 
cannot be suppressed, there is no reason why managers 
should abandon to them the control of their business, as 
may be said to be almost the case in many instances. The 
competition for business controlled by brokers has been so 
great that they have been able to dictate their own terms 
with some of the companies, both as to rates and commis- 
sions. It is also alleged against them that they have in- 
vented innumerable ways of taking advantage of the com- 
panies, devising special forms of policies and excepting 
their clients’ property from certain conditions usually in- 
serted in the contract—in short, working zealously in the 
interests of the insured and against the interests of the 
companies that are obliged to pay them for their services. 





e— 


This is a condition of things that would be submitted to 
in no other business but that of fire underwriting, and there 
only when the business isdemoralized. It is a hopeful sign 
when the companies undertake to restrict the privileges of 
brokers to their proper limits, and to require them to ob. 
serve the rules and regulations that the companies volup. 
tarily take upon themselves. Brokers are very useful per. 
sons in their proper sphere ; like fire and water, they are 
good servants but bad masters. Those of them who are 
responsible and deserving of confidence are usually good 
business men, energetic and pushing, whose efforts tend to 
increase the volume of insurance, and who are willing to 
work harmoniously with the companies; but they are de. 
moralized by the irresponsible ones, clerks and bookkeep. 
ers of private firms, or adventurers who have no further in. 
terest in insurance than to secure a present commission, 
This is the class of persons, included in the category of 
brokers only because they receive pay as such from the 
companies, that needs to be energetically discouraged, and 
at whom the Boston plan is especially directed. New York 
can take similar action with beneficial results. One other 
rule should be adopted, and that is to do no credit busi- 
ness; no broker or insurer should be able to get a policy of 
insurance without paying cash in advance for it. The 
adoption of this rule would alone “ break up” many of the 
so-called brokers in this city. 





WE recently warned insurers against putting their tru 
in the Realm Insurance Company, of London, of which A, 
T. Wood, of Denver, Colorado, claimed to be agent. Mr. 
Wood's reputation in insurance matters is not of the most 
savory nature, and he was endeavoring to do an under 
ground and illegitimate business for the Realm. The re 
cently enacted insurance laws of Colorado interfered with 
the little game Mr. Wood sought to play, and being un- 
able to comply with the lawful requirements he has, as a 
correspondent informs us, removed to Salt Lake City. 
There he has organized an alleged insurance company 
which he calls the Midland Fire Insurance Company, of 


‘Salt Lake City, with himself as president, and one D. 


Jackson as secretary. His prospectuses announce an in- 
corporated capital amounting to $250,000, and claim $50, 
000 paid up. It would be interesting to know in what 
manner this sum has been paid, and of what it consists. 
At Denver, Mr. Wood claimed to represent the Queen 
City and Realm companies, but owing to the interference 
of the insurance officials of that State, he was obliged to 
abandon these agencies. The insurance press, as well as 
the Denver papers, pretty thoroughly exposed both Wood 
and Jackson, and there is but little likelihood of their 
meeting with much encouragement with their new venture, 
the Midland. It is reported that a citizen of Pueblo, Colo 
rado, who felt himself aggrieved by Jackson, brought sutt 
against him, but that wily individual interposed his wife as 
a temporary breastwork to cover his retreat to Salt Lake, 
from which city he is fighting the suit at long range. The 
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Midland may do a little business of a local nature, but 
where Wood and Jackson are known, it is not likely to 
meet with success. Should they venture to renew their 
underground transactions there will be trouble in store for 
them. Insurers in this section are cautioned against ac- 
cepting policies in the Midland should any broker have the 
temerity to offer them. 








A CHOLERA EPIDEMIC THREATENED. 


“¥"HE fact that Asiatic cholera is raging with much 

[ violence and great fatality in several cities in 
Egypt, is sufficient to excite grave apprehensions in Eng- 
land and in this country. Medical authorities have clearly 
marked the routes followed by this disease on occasions of 
previous visitations, and some of them, arguing from this 
data, already predict a visitation of cholera to this country at 
an early day. Some think that it will make its appearance 
about the close of the present season, while others express 
their belief that it will not reach us before next year. All 
agree, however, that the probabilities are that it will be 
brought to our shores in the course of a few months. Dr. 
B. G. Jenkins, who claims the credit of having predicted 
the present outbreak of cholera eleven years ago, contends 
in The Pall Mall Gazette that the disease which has periodi- 
cally visited England is not Indian, but Arabian, in origin. 
The Indian cholera, he says, has uniformly exhausted itself 
in Russia and Germany, whereas the Arabian in every 
instance where Egypt has been attacked, has been com- 
municated to England. For example, in March, 1865, the 
disease broke out in Mecca; in June it appeared in Alex- 
andria, killing 60,000 persons in Egypt within three 
months; nine days after the first death occurred in Alex- 
andria, the pestilence was in France ; and in September it 
was in England. Dr. Jenkins takes the gloomiest view of 
the present outbreak in Egypt, predicting that before the 
year closes the disease will be making ravages in every 
quarter of the globe. The generally accepted theory 
makes the Ganges the point of origin in every periodical 
visitation, the outbreaks corresponding to the twelve-year 
pilgrimages to the Hindoo temples. It is easier in the 
present instance to trace the progress of the disease to the 
pilgrimages of the Mohammedans to Mecca. 

The most serious mortality yet reported from Egypt has 
occurred at Damietta, where the natives have been dying 
at the rate of seventy-five to one hundred a day. At 
Alexandria numerous cases have occurred, including one 
or two Frenchmen, and so great is the consternation pre- 
vailing, it is reported that the Khedive has made prepara- 
tions for a hasty abandonment of his capital. Cholera has 
its birth in filth, and upon filth it feeds. Regarding the 
outbreak at Damietta, Sir Samuel Baker writes to the 
London Times that the city “is a disgusting example 
of Oriental neglect and filth accumulation. A long, nar- 
row street runs parallel with the river at the back of the 
dilapidated houses, which for a distance of a mile rise from 





the level of the stream. This street is without drainage, 
and isa miserable channel of communication, deep with 
poisonous mud after a heavy shower, and full of dust holes 
emitting germs of pestilence during hot and sultry weather. 
If cholera can be manufactured, there could not be a more 
elaborate factory.” Sir Richard Malet, the British Consul- 
General in Egypt, reports to his Government that “ every- 
thing is being done to prevent the spread of the cholera,” 
yet nothing thus far done has succeeded in reducing the 
death-rate in Damietta, while the appearance of the disease 
in other cities shows that the conditions there are favorable 
to its spreading. 

Ever since the first report of the outbreak of cholera in 
Damietta the proofs of the existence of a genuine cholera 
epidemic of the sort that makes its circuit around the 
world, have been multiplying and growing stronger every 
day. Indeed, advices from China announce that cholera has 
appeared at Swatow, where it is raging violently, and that 
it is also prevailing at Shanghai. As Chinese cities offer 
equal facilities with those of Egypt, the disease is very sure 
to be widespread in that country. From these sources it 
will, according to all probabilities, spread to other countries, 
as it has heretofore. The authorities of England are 
already aroused to the necessity of taking active measures 
to avert the impending pestilence, and, while they have not 
as yet established quarantines for shipping arriving from 
Egypt and China, the question of doing so is being consid- 
ered by the Government, and such quarantines will be 
established, no doubt, at an early day. After the last 
cholera epidemic in this country Dr. J. C. Peters, of this 
city, an eminent physician who had made the subject of 
cholera a special study, pwblished a pamphlet showing the 
routes pursued by the disease from its inception to the 
various countries where it raged. He showed that it orig- 
inated among the pilgrims, as above stated, who gather by 
thousands at Mecca or on the Ganges at stated periods, 
Their modes of living during these pilgrimages, and on 
reaching their destination, 1s well calculated to breed the 
disease, while the filthy surroundings of their encamp- 
ments propagate and spread it. Dr. Peters showed that 
the disease followed these pilgrims on their homeward 
journeys, reach the seaports by their regular routes of 
travel, and thence was conveyed by shipping and travelers 
to other countries. Nothing but the strictest quarantine 
of all vessels, goods and passengers arriving from infected 
ports will prevent its importation. 

It certainly behooves the authorities in the cities of this 
country, especially of all seaports, to enforce the most 
stringent sanitary regulations from this time forward. 
New York city is in a remarkably filthy condition, notori- 
ously so about the water fronts, and in the vicinity of our 
markets, where the fetid odors of decaying animal and 
vegetable matter poison the air at all times. It is pre- 
cisely the atmosphere for a disease like cholera to fasten 
upon and breed in. During its last visit to this city, its 
ravages were principally confined to the noisome tenement- 
house districts, and found its victims mainly among those 
who were negligent in their habits, or were exposed to the 
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poisonous odors of unclean streets and houses. Cleanli- 
ness in every particular is the surest preventive of cholera. 
At any moment ships may arrive at any one of our sea- 
ports bearing passengers from the infected districts, hav- 
ing about them the germs of the disease, which, being ex- 
posed to the favorable conditions existing here, may intro- 
duce the cholera among us at once. Promptness and vigi- 
lence in cleansing the city of all impurities should charac- 
terize the action of our health officers. No time should 
be lost, for there is a vast amount of work to be done to 
put our cities in a cleanly and savory condition. It is un- 
fortunate that they are not always maintained in a health- 
ful state, but, as they are not, additional energy should be 
shown when danger threatens, as it certainly does now. 
Cholera is not so much dreaded as it formerly was, because 
the medical profession understands better how to treat it, 
but it is, nevertheless, attended with great fatality where 
the conditions are favorable to its dissemination. Its ter- 
ror lies in the fact that it works its ravages mainly among 
the ignorant and careless masses, who do not know how to 
provide against it, and’are powerless when it appears. It 
rages much as the yellow fever does, in districts and among 
persons of uncleanly habits, where the means of preven- 
tion or cure are either not understood or are disregarded. 
Where intelligent and careful persons are attacked by it, 
and are able to obtain proper treatment, it is no more 
fatal than many diseases that we have constantly among us. 

We do not wish to be considered an alarmist, but the ad- 
vices from Egypt and China should not be treated lightly 
or ignored. As the cholera is raging in those countries, 
and as it has on previous occasions spread from there here, 
it is certainly the part of wisdom to prepare for another 
visitation of this dreaded epidemic, and all journalists owe 
it to the public to do all in their power to urge the health 
authorities to put our cities in good sanitary condition, 
and to enforce the strictest sanitary regulations. Their 
efforts will be rewarded by a decreased death rate, provided 
the cholera does not come, and if it does, we shall be ina 
better position to combat it. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


IT is understood that the Farmers of York has withdrawn from New 
York and will not write any further risks, either new or oid. The Com- 
pany has been represented for several years by Monroe & Mulville. 


* % * 


THE State Board is having quite a circus with the agents at Sara- 
toga. A few months ago the specials representing many of the leading 
companies met in that place and rated the hotels and principal risks, 
‘which were adopted as local board rates. Everything worked smoothly 
until the beginning of the summer, when the hotel landlords and shop- 
keepers commenced to kick at the rates, Then the agents found them- 
selves losing business, and in self-defence they amended the tariff by 
reducing the charges, with one single exception, This action did not 
meet with the approval of the National Executive Committee, or of the 
State Board, and circulars were sent out to the companies advising 
them to stand by the first set of rates. But the agents insisted on the 





—_—_—_———..., 
. Tica, 


second set, and now the State Board is trying to remedy the difficult 
by personal persuasion. In the interim, the question “What is the 
Board rate in Saratoga ?” is open to discussion. 

* % 


THERE are signs through New England that the local agents are 
seriously discontented with the course pursued by the New England 
Tariff Association in sending committees of special agents to the Vari- 
ous towns and cities to rate manufacturing risks and others, There is 
doubtless, a tendency to raise rates so high at the start as to frighten 
propertyowners and cause them to seek companies which will make 
concessions. We have just heard of a case where a cotton mill written 
freely for the last five years at one twenty-five has been raised to two 
per cent, and has been taken from the former companies and given to 
new lot. On that account, probably, one seventy-five this year and twe 
per cent next would have saved the risk to the companies which pre- 
viously held it. But, on the whole, we are inclined to believe that the 
local agents’ wisest course is to talk to the committees and urge them 
to be lenient. Otherwise they must submit to the inevitable. As a 
rule, local agents are apt to be prejudiced in favor of the risks which 
pay them a commission, and their bias is not always on the side of the 
companies. This, however, is a question which must be handled deli- 
cately, or it will lead to disaster. 

* % w 


A FEW weeks ago the English manager of the Imperial visited this 
country and spent a few days in this city. Now the American man- 
ager of the Imperial is en route to England to spend a few days in that 
country. These interchanges of visits are doub'less mutually agree. 
able, but the question is being asked whether these joint visits have 
any connection with the recent report of the Department of Public 

*Buildings upon the safety of the tall Imperial building on Pine street. 
we * 

THE recent distrust of the Hudson River Railroad stores, as noticed 
in these columns, has entirely subsided. The improvements and altera- 
tions have been completed. 

« « «” 

ONE of the Philadelphia companies having a policy on the Inman 
pier property is wondering when the claim from the assured will be pre- 
sented for payment. No proof of loss has ever been received by the 
company. . 

os ww ¥ 

AMONG the policies reported as on the property of the Algiers (La) 
Oil Company recently destroyed, we notice one credited to the 
“‘ Vanderbilt of New York.” If this is correct, then the Oil Company 
has been as egregiously swindled as by the Argentine and other bogus 
companies on the same risk. Lest other innocent Southerners and 
Westerners be deceived in the same way, we take this method of say- 
ing that there is no such company in New York as the Vanderbilt. 

*& * ch 


THE report from England is that the Alliance of London has re 
cently reinsured and absorbed the old respectable “Norwich Equi- 
table,’ of Norwich, England. By this course the Alliance obtains quite 
a large number of American risks, but we are informed that the same 
company is in negotiation for an amalgamation with another British 
company which is now represented in this State and does a large 
American business. If this negotiation is concluded it will create 
quite a sensation among agents in this country. Possibly the managers 
of the Alliance prefer this method of acquiring business in the United 
States toa reinsurance of an American company, as has been sug- 
gested in view of some recent negotiations. 








Tue Hansa, of Bremen, received £26,770 in premiums during 1882, and 
£1440 for interest. The losses paid and known reached £25,860, and 
expenses £2,340. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


BOSTON. 


Important Action by the Tariff Association—Certificates of Authorization Issued to 
” Brokers—Scull & Bradley's Position—Increase in the Protective Department— 
The New England Insurance Exchange Rating Summer Hotels—Notes. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT]. 

The Tariff Association of this city has at last gathered strength to take 
up definitely the brokerage question. It was decided not to reduce com- 
missions from fifteen per cent, as this would occasion considerable oppo- 
sition on the part of those members of the association who do a large 
prokerage business ; but it was determined to define who may properly 
be termed brokers, and to prevent the abuse which has been only too com- 
mon, of dividing commissions with the assured. The agreement, which 
has received the endorsement of those who represent more than ninety 
per cent of the insurance capital located here, makes it necessary that 
members of the association should decline to pay commissions to any 
one not holding a certificate from the secretary of the Tariff Association, 
and this certificate can only be obtained upon a written pledge made by each 
broker, that he will not directly or indirectly divide commissions with the 
asspred, and will faithfully observe the rates of the Tariff Association. 
This agreement will take effect on the first of next September, by which 
ume it is thought that division between the sheep and the goats will have 
been made, with a result of sending back into their regular occupations 
as bookkeepers, clerks, merchants, bankers, etc., several hundreds of 
persons who now attempt to divide with legitimate underwriters the 
p-ofits of the business through the medium ofa broker’s commission. 

Considerable interest is felt by our underwriters to know what cction 
has been taken by the firm of Scull & Bradley, in consequence of the 
passage of the broker’s agreement referred to above. The firm is the only 
agency in the city that has declined to sign the agreement, and as there 
is not the least probability that Mr. Scull will consent to take outa broker's 
certificate which commits him to the observance of the rates and rules of 
the Tariff Association, it will be impossible tor his associates in business 
to pay him any brokerage on the risks he may have to place. It is possi- 
ble that this non-board firm may turn its latent into active hostility, and 
endeavor to make up for the loss it experiences on one side, by taking 
business from those who cannot obtain the association’s certificate. In 
such acontest the companies which Scull & Bradley represent would 
undoubtedly be able to very seriously impair the efficiency of board regu- 
lations, Throughout the entire board movement of the last eight months, 
Mr. Scull has occupied a curious and inconsistent position. He has 
declined to bind himself to the rates that have been made, except ina 
few isolated instances, although I have reason to think that he has ob- 
served the rates in policies he has written. But from first to last he has 
thrown whatever moral influence he could bring to bear to the discourage- 
ment of concerted action, in the direction of higher rates and larger vol- 
umes of premium. On the other hand, in his connection with the New 
England Insurance Exchange which is rating the cities and towns of the 
Eastern States, he has been one of the most stalwart. His objections to 
our local board appear to be wholly personal; but it is exceedingly 
unfortunate that he has allowed personal feelings to so far influence his 
action, as the representative of insurance companies. 

The increase that has been made in the force of the Boston Protective 
Department has necessitated certain changes in the rules and regulations 
of the organization. At the last meeting of the directors, the superin- 
tendent submitted a draft of rules under which the re-organization of the 
force might take place. These were referred to acommittee, consisting of 
H.V. Freeman, J. Edward Hollis, and George H. Rogers, to consider 
and report. The chief features in the change in the proposed rules are, 
that the force will hereafter be used to examine buildings in the mercan- 
tile part of the city, and thus prevent fires, as well as protect property 
from loss when a fire has occurred. Hitherto the force of permanent men 
has been altogether too small for patrol duty ; but with the change made 
4 month ago, it is possible to undertake and carry on this very desirable 
work, 

The New England Insurance Exchange has been vigorously prosecut- 
ing the rating of the summer hotels, of which there are such a very large 
number throughout its district. Some idea may be formed of the result 
to the companies of this work, by stating that the rates of insurance which 





averaged last year from one and one-half to two per cent, have been in- 
creased so that they now average from two and one-halfto three per cent. It 
remains of course to be seen whether the business will prove a profitable 
one, even with this increase. But if these rates are not high enough, addi- 
tions will be made to them next fall. In one day of this week no less 
than fifteen slips of rates, covering hundreds of different risks, were sent 
out from the Exchange office to its members. 

The effect of increased rates in the city of Boston has shown itself in 
the disposition now evinced by propertyowners to make needed improve- 
ments in their risks for the purpose of procuring an abatement in rates. 
This is but the revival of a wholesome work which was suspended when 
the Underwriters Union fell to pieces in 1875. At that time tens of 
thousands of dollars were annually spent in permanent repairs,which must 
have had the effect of materially reducing the losses by fire. Although 
atthe present time the Tariff Association does not make rates upon 
buildings, and thus has no direct hold upon the owners of these, the pres- 
sure indirectly exercised by-the occupants of these buildings, seems to 
be sufficient to effect considerable change. Another result of high rates, 
which is perhaps not as desirable, is the tendency evinced on the part of 
propertyowners to reduce their lines of insurance. There is no means 
of ascertaining how general this method is; but in a large number of 
cases it is known that a reduction in the amount of insurance carried has 
been made, varying from ten to twenty percent. Itis obviously for the 
advantage of the underwriters of Boston not to put their rates at such a 
point as to encourage the assured in under-insuring themselves. 

George O. Carpenter and his wife sail to-day fora five weeks trip across 
the Atlantic. In spite of rumors to the contrary, there is every reason 
for believing that this is purely a pleasure voyage, and that Mr. Carpen- 
ter has not inhis mind the intention of capturing a fureign company: 

Captain George H. Rogers, the president of the Mercantile Company, 
returned to-day from a week's stay in camp, with the corps of Cadets, of 
which he is an efficient officer. F. A.C. T. 

Boston, Fuly 14, 1883. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


STEAMER RISKS IN BUFFALO AND CANADA. 
(To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 

IN your issue of July 12 your Toronto correspondent calls attention to 
a serious complaint against Buffalo agencies for writing steamer fire insur- 
ance at less than the Canadian tariff. 

During the Spring a Montreal manager tried hard to place a Canadian 
line of steamers in Buffalo at ninety cents (our tariff being one per cent), 
and did not succeed. Later on the same Buffalo agent received an appli- 
cation on the same line at one per cent and accepted it, the policies to 
attach at a certain future date. After the acceptance of the line, and 
before the date the policies were to attach, our association received a 
communication from Montreal stating they had made the rate on Canadian 
hulls at one and a half per cent, and asking our support, which we 
cordially gave, and adopted a rate of one and a half per cent on steam 
hulls owned or operated in Canada. 

A committee was appointed to look into the matter, and, upon investi- 
gation, saw written evidence of the facts as stated above, and considering 
that the risk was accepted at one per cent, our tariff at the time, and in the 
absence of any knowledge as to a Canadian tariff, and also that the lines 
were distributed among several agencies, and some of the policies written 
and reported before the communication from Montreal had been received, 
the committee gave in their report that they considered the transaction to 
have been in good faith, and could not be revoked. 

BuFFALo, Fuly 13. ONE OF THE COMMITTEE. 





INSURANCE MATTERS ABROAD. 





Tue German firemen will hold their annual meeting at Salzburg from 
September 7 to 9. 

La SEMAINE has translated at length the convincing arguments recently 
published in THe SrecraTor in favor of life insurance, and promises to 
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give a French supplement, relating more particularly to French habits 
and customs. 

THE resignation of Mr. Tyng was printed on the fourth page of the 
principal Paris papers as an advertisement. 

Tue Concordia Life Insurance Company, of Cologne, made a profit in 
1882 of 1,281,191 marks, and pays a dividend of 16% per cent. 

Paris, with 2,000,000 inhabitants, has 1600 firemen; London, with 
3,800,000, has only 500; Berlin, with 1,120,000, has 790 firemen. 

THE German firemen complain of the apathy of the higher classes in 
Germany to be voluntary firemen, which is not the case where the volun- 
teer system is in use in America. 

Tue Berlin fire department is now making experiments with small 
steam engines, which will replace hand engines. Liquid carbonic acid 
will be used until the steam is got up. 

Tue German Life Insurance Company’ of Lubeck pays 58 1-3 per cent 
to its shareholders and 267,750 marks to insured; the premiums were 
3,807,481 marks, and insurance to the amount of 2,303.070 marks was 
paid. 

From January 1st to April 30th this year, the Victoria received pro- 
posals for insuring £350,600, and policies were issued to the amount of 
£256,600. The respective figures for the same period last year were 
£326,400 and £221,760. 

Tue Germania Life Insurance Company, Stettin, received in 1882, as 
premiums, 10,043,463 marks—an increase of 500,000 marks over those of 
1881. The surplus is 1,481,724 marks, giving 270,000 marks to share- 
holders and 1,105,191 marks to the insured. 

M. Fores, promoter and director of the Comptoir Syndical, of which 
Mr. Tyng, manager of the Equitable, is administrator, was recently ar- 
rested. The deficit in the two companies which fused with the Comptoir 
Syndical is said to be from 500,000 to 609,000 francs. 

AT a recent meeting of the Stockholm Férsakrings-Férening, the ques- 
tion of preventing fires in roofs and garrets was considered. The houses 
in Stockholm are solidly built, but the lumber room in the attic continues 
to be the receptacle for ‘‘ unconsidered trifles.” Generally the attics are 
burned out first, owing to their less solid construction, and their use as 
storage rooms. 

Tue Schlesische Life, of Breslau, had a net increase during 1882 of 269 
policies and £49,196; the position at the close of the year was 4329 poli- 
cies, insuring an aggregate of £615,640 ; the claims amounted to £6930 
The profit made by the office in the life branch was £2,938 and in the 
accident branch £2988. Adding interests, etc., a gross surplus appears 
of £8188, subject to deduction of £1645 for expenses of management. 
The dividend was at 4 per cent; last year no dividend was declared. 

In its life branch the Svea of Gettenburg, Sweden, had for 1882 a pre- 
mium income of 968,417 krs., and paid for claims 280,491 krs. In the 
fire branch the premium income was 4,284,683 krs., of which 1,032,289 
krs., were ceded for reinsurances ; the losses amounted to 1,545,866 krs. 
On the business a loss ensued, but adding interest a surplus for the com- 
pany appears of 103,713 krs., against 323,010 krs., for 1881. A divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. was declared: that for the previus ,year being 25 
per cent 

SEVERAL of the French courts have recently decided that a lifejinsur- 
ance contracted by a bankrupt in favor of his wife and daughter (when in 
specified sums for each) must be considered as belonging to the estate so 
far as the wife’s part is concerned, but that the daughter has a right to her 
portion. The judgment is based on the articles of the Code Civil relating 
to the business relations of husband and wife. The French law is pecu- 
liarly strict so as to avoid unjust preferences between husband and wife 
to the loss of creditors. 

Tue Conseiller des Assurances says that among all the reports of fire 
insurance companies that of La Confiance (Fire) ‘‘is the one that at- 
tracts most attention as an extraordinary instance of errors committed 
and their consequences.” The company was founded in 1844, and for 
many years occupied a very strong position. In 1877 the capital was only 
six millions, yet the premiums were upwards of four millions, and the 
profits over eight hundred thousand francs, In 1882 the capital was ten mil- 
lions ; the premiums 6,445,000 francs ; interest revenue, 433,753; yet the 
profits were only 136,650 francs, which prevented the distribution of any 
dividend to the shareholders. Nor does there seem to be any likelihood 





of an improvement for the business of 1883. The American branch wa 
given up on account of losses; the re-insurance of the Berlin-Colo $ 
Company required a deposit of one million, and it is hard to say 9 

, n 
this can be recovered. That of the Magdeburg Company and others were 
also causes of loss. 

THE Commercial World, of London, says: The petition to wind up the 
Norwich Equitable Fire will only take those by surprise who have not 
been made acquainted with the floating surmises as to its condition which 
have been whispered about for some time past. The Company was 
established in 1829, and has always belonged to that old-fashioned group 
of companies that keep their affairs to themselves. The liabilities have 
not been published, but it may be presumed the ultimate loss wil! fall 
only upon the shareholders. It is rumored that the business is to be 
transferred to the receptacle of broken-backed concerns—The Alli. 
ance. 

AN English exchange has the following items: It is announced the 
Standard Fire Office has made a call of £1 per share, payable on the 14th 
of next month. * * * A new company, entitled the United Fire 
Agency, was registered on the 24th ult., with a capital of £1000 in ft 
shares. The object is to transact fire insurance business, * * * The 
Postmaster-General has approved of the scheme for insuring letters con. 
taining money and valuables; the rates are to be the same as for parcels 
varying from 1d. up to £5, and 2d, up to £10. As soon as the atrange- 
ments are completed, both schemes will come into simu!taneous oper- 
ation. 

A COMMISSION that has been engaged in investigating the causes of the 
numerous fires in Alsace has sent in a report to the Syndicate of Under. 
writers, The principal cause is, the great number of mortgages held by 
the small farmers. And these farmers show a considerable amount of 
astuteness in covering up the traces of their crime. They generally man- 
age to be away at a fair or at some gathering when the fire breaks out, 
The public soon grow demoralized under such conditions, and incen- 
diarism is resorted to as a sovereign remedy for financial difficulties, In. 
surance papers, it is urged, should be sent to the authorities, rewards 
offered, and the insured required to be his own insurer to a certain extent, 

WITH regard to the accusations of Prince Bismarck against the fire in- 
surance companies, Wallmann’s Vers Teitschrift remarks : ‘‘ There is an 
impression existing among otherwise very honest-minded people, that a 
person who has been burnt out should endeavor to obtain more from the 
insurance company than his actual loss. It does not seem to occur to 
anybody that such a proceeding is an act of deception. People do not 
exactly want to enrich themselves but are very anxious to make some 
thing.” The very failure to do this, is the reason, argues this paper, why 
so many speak against insurance companies, and it is just this cry that 
Bismarck has taken up. Premiums on 6000 marks have been collected 
and only 4000 marks paid. Several recent cases of defrauding insurance 
companies have occurred in Germany, but the number of undiscovered 
ones will never be known. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Life Insurance in Colorado. 
THE following table showing the new business done by life insurance 
companies in Colorado in 1882, is compiled from the report of the State Auditor 
now in press: 
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New York Life-..-.- 

Northwestern Mutual 

Penn Mutual 

Travelers 

Union Mutual 

Washington 
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Premiums of British Life Companies 1872-82. 


Tue following is a comparative view of the premium incomes ot ninety British life offices, exhibited in the returns made to the House of Commons by 
the Board of Trade, and printed in the Blue Books for the years 1871-1882, respectively, with the increase or decrease from 1871 to 1882, inclusive. The figures relate 
solely to the life premium income, less the amount paid for re-assurances, the consideration for annuities being excluded. The dates at the heads of the columns are those 
ofthe Blue Book ; in almost every case the accounts are for the preceding calendar year. 





Name or Company. 


Alliance - 


A 

British Empire..---- 
British Equitable 
British Workmans.- --- 
Briton Medical 
Caledonian ....--.--- 
Church of England.. 
City of Glasgow 

Cle Mutual.....- 
Clerical Medical.........-.--.- 
Commercial Union-..- 


Edinburgh . .----- 


ror 
English and Scottish Law... -.. 
REED cece scocucencenn see cee 
Equity and Law 

Farmers and General 

Friends Provident 

General 


ES Ee 
Imperial Life 

Laacashire 

Law Life......... 


Legal and General....  ...-.-- 
Life Association of Scotland 
Liverpool and London and Globe 
London Assurance 

London and Lancashire -- ae 
London and Provincial Law........-. 
SE TE cnc adetheseeninneh one 
Masonic and General............- 
Marine and General...-....-- 
ee 
Midland Counties. _.--. 
EE a ee 
National of Ireland . 

National 

National Provident 

North British and Mercantile 





| Provident 
- |’ (Seer ere 
Prudential, Industrial Branch 
<4 Ordinary Branch.........-..- 
Both Branches 


| Scottish Equitable 
Scottish Imperial 
Scottish Union 
Scottish 0 aaa ie tatals 
ottish Provincial. 
Scottish Widows... 
| Sovereign 
| Standard - 
ee 


United Kingdom Temp. and General-... 
Shaler S tied noadepeawwenwh iid 
| University 








1872 
’rems. 


156,503 


58,278 
121,390 | 


299,853 
222,268 





1873 
Prems. 


£ 

96,168 
95395 
36,546 
84,440 
91,534 
39752 
220,344 
46,178 
759779 
110,781 
160,170 
166,618 
71,074 
127.444 


| 290,522 


223,495 
108,032 
13,047 
101,981 
145,11 I 
96,754 
10,377 
74,084 
64,508 
591494 
362,317 
120,738 
119¥ 
83,419 
42.522 
206,544 
11,753 
48,147 
175,658 
247,262 
256,743 
144,8,9 
28,409 
79.978 
275,546 
2,183 
21.794 
134,280 
3,274 
76,243 
15,252 
62,529 
242,009 
254,879 
119,93! 
189,653 
11,189 
95343 


117,250 
10,193 
39.413 
26,955 
49,033 








| 
| 1876 


1875 
Prems. 


Prems. | 


1874 
Prems. 





£ 
94,382 
94,289 
31,268 
91,561 
108,005 
8,001 
216,267 
49.318 
765423 
125,933 
| 173,376 
| 174,900 
78,822 
134,126 
| 266,843 
| 226,530 
| 135,53° 
15,317 
115,673 
150,421 
112,753 | 

10,317 

77,288 
755766 | 
69,384 
| 38,767 
117,480 
| 129,728 


z 
92,508 
95,260 
29,409 
96,050 
12,212 

183,454 
56,211 
759459 

131,027 

179,972 

181,386 
81,562 


sags 


ony 


150,062 
17,495 
122,414 
151,350 
116,197 
10,034 
81,110 
83,289 
76,975 
| 389,478 
| 115,800 
130,963 

696 








5 
| 49,003 
253,433 
4.743 
| 60,287 
| 136,891 
303,515 
243,064 
163,562 
43,866 
80,585 
392.733 
5,170 
21,422 
144,220 
2,745 
80,677 
13,215 
66,838 
245.193 
289,123 
141,345 
158,219 
9 425 
35,654 
99,559 
48,085 
89,132 
162,073 
32,082 
(*) 
(*) 
736,955 
47,945 
33,797 
745177 
148,570 


| 244,597 | 
159,833 | 
42,232 | 
80,776 
2gt,1cq | 
5.142 
22,835 
140,906 


139,081 
| 2,867 


3,084 
77,204 


10,322 
17,705 
90,821 | 
26,420 
71,813 

158,394 | 
345332 

(*) 


(*) 
458,262 
445171 
22,694 
67,342 
148,41E | 
137,038 
237,415 
20,500 | 
167,220 
186,700 
14,456 
152,634 
79, 
243,896 
93, ze 
495,51 
70,664 
538,612 
176,373 
123,054 


193,18 
Toa gh 
54,402 
7,952 
109,055 
11,853 
42,699 
30.661 
39,281 








23453 


201,820 
18,025 
156,520 
95,746 
288,295 
TOUL,4IS 


71,319 
565,127 
170,063 
129,712 

97,999 

22,236 

| 252, 
123,732 
51,804 
10,076 


103,87 
we 
44,802 


355719 
39,607 49,869 


802 
stots 


40, (96 











138,898 | 
240,054 | 


177,993 | 


| 538,407 | 





£ 
91,587 
95,985 
27,949 
99,27 
120,73} 
17,376 
166, 331 
092 
775135 
131,379 
190 656 
186,106 
89,93 
139,34 
259,771 
224,802 
157,843 
16,347 
125, 334 
149,901 
120,684 
9,749 
84,962 
89,281 
77,874 
406,716 
114,384 
134,854 
51,497 
55,481 
254.074 
4335 
63.101 
139,285 
217,670 
237 656 
161,095 
49,093 
83,811 
310,588 
5,129 
21,897 
rabsshe 
2,633 
80,944 
7,030 
67,675 
250,002 
397,911 
148,225 
159,047 
31639 
48,190 
89,293 
40,006 
90,272 
186,234 
3 .035 
*) 
(*) 


997.444 | 


50,667 
44,014 
78,913 
144,340 
137,813 
242.555 
25,212 
177,074 
199.952 


21,456 | 

159,608 

98.205 } 
| 304,231 


107,293 
556,722 
Tere 
501, 
186,954 
127,052 
100,901 
22,140 


| 216,372 


123,624 
51.14 
ee 

102,7. 
13, 
45,560 
39s. 
494 








324,297 
129,924 
579,195 

74,652 
£75,222 
197,298 
130,443 

97.524 

21,514 
225.844 
121,239 


1883 | 
Poems, Decrease Increase 








27,261 
360,340 


342,230 
130,536 
594.212 
3,949 
752 
201,595 
128,596 
100,378 
21,049 
232,496 
120,77° 
51,937 
24,393 
102,819 


am 








z 
85,847 


100,295 
ontbs 
107,869 
102,955 
49.243 


135,621 
67.166 
76,323 

I 78\863 

205,62 

182,2: 


99,468 | 


137,226 
241,535 
227.490 
171,012 
13,864 
129,072 
147,638 
129,083 
4 
87,282 
104,951 
61,0 
446,992 


| 114,040 


139,504 
163 
62,633 
247,785 
2,1 
68,758 


| 137,348 


323,082 

229,642 

156.1 
59.3 
76,533 


| 340,930 


5.372 
24,535 
151,794 
3,206 
81,169 
15,079 
69,125 
323,685 


| 319,645 


156,66 


| 154,687 


9.745 
its 
+376 
36,885 
100,551 
185,604 
33,03° 
1407,144 
107,534 
1514 678 
57,198 
$5,228 
81,404 
134,878 
135,080 
247,194 
3',4°9 
182,744 
217,117 
29,338 
266,205 


359,792 
128,470 
600,775 
71,409 
572,408 
207,631 
127,535 
98,565 
ar 
235,987 
117.725 
§2,0% 
28,54 
98,043 
15,179 
46,245 
44,. 
39.485 





141,310 
232,932 
227,973 
174,864 
15,255 
128,800 
148,177 
131,226 
8,841 
92,063 
T11,071 








265,864 


372,37 
130,8 
638,736 
70,196 
584,084 
214,510 
128,896 
104,948 | 
20,512 | 
246,211 
116,282 
52,024 | 
35.ex8 
1055 
18,403 
46,110 
45.400 
39,384 | 








391,751 
132,392 
661,678 
52,227 
601,224 
225,730 
129,108 
104,33¢ 
20,900 
244.788 
115,349 
51,320 
42,817 
92,109 
18,008 
46,633 
47,054 
42,092 








* Not kept separate until 1877. 
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A Novel Fire Protective Association. 


SOMETIME since we alluded to a novel fire brigade in opetation at Wake- 
field, Mass. We are now in receipt of a little pamphlet explaining its workings. 
The idea is so novel that we quote liberally from the pamphlet, os a 

“The name of the association is the Wakefield Home - Fire Protective 
Association, organized ,Nov. 10, 1882. It. is an.independent, volunteer-asso- 
ciation, numbering at the present time over two hundred members, who are as- 
sessed one dollar each, to create a fund to pay rewards, etc. The object of the as- 
sociation, as inferred by the name, is for protection against fires, either in our dwel- 
lings, public buildings, or any other property. ‘‘ Timeis money,” and in fighting 
fires, minutes, and even seconds, are of the utmost importance, and it was with this 
idea of the value of the first few, minutes, that the organization was formed. 

The machinery of the association consists of a supply wagon, Jocated in the 
centre of the town, which carries five Johnson hand force pumps, with seven pieces 
of hose of 25 feet length each, with straight, right angled and sprinkler nozzles, and 
ceiling plunger, and couplings to connect the hose; twelve water buckets, and six 
ten-gallon kegs filled with water, strongly salted during cold weather to prevent 
freezing ; ladders of 20, 18 and 15 feet lengths with splicers to fasten ‘all together if 
necessary ; poles of 20, 15, r1oand § feet lengths. Two'5o feet half-inch ropes with 
weight, snap-hook and sliding rings; 100 feet of cod line and throw-weight ; a steel 
bar; a fireman's axe; a bit-stock and bits; a claw rake; an ordinary iron rake; a 
ceiling hook; a spade and hoe, and in fact every other known practical appliance for 
instant attack upon fires in their varied conditions. In addition to the supply wagon, 
there are some two hundred or more Johnson hand pumps distributed through the 
town, fifty of which were purchased by the town and distributed in the most needed lo- 
calities. A bucket accompanies each pump, and the person with whoma pump is lo- 
cated signs an agreement with the town promising to use his pump at any fire within 
the radius of half a mile of its location. The other pumps are owned by individuals. 
The H. F. P. A. have also distributed a number of large casks, which are kept in 
dangerous locations ever filled and changed by means of water spouts running into 
them from buildings, ready for immediate use, and are labeled, designating that they 
are for use in case of fire. When not in use the pump should be hung nearly hori- 
zontal, the handle-end three irches the lower, with the hose hanging straight down- 
ward, 

The expenses of the association consist of the hire of a supply wagon at $8 per 
year and $10 for storage of the same, and two dollars for the use of horse running 
to each fire. To encourage expeditious work, prizes are awarded as follows: For 
the person giving the first five calls ‘of ‘‘ fire,” for a burning building, 25 cents. 
For the first stream, $1.50, for the next four, $1.00 each. First assistant to first 
stream, with water, $1.00, next four, 50 cents each. First pump with 25 feet of hose 
connected, to arrive, 25 cents, first 15 feet ladder, 25 cents, first with 15 feet pole, 25 
cents, or with bit-stock or ceiling-plunger, 25 cents each, first five with two buckets, 
50 cents each, first five with one bucket, 25 cents each. Response to an alarm with 
pump or bucket (no stream), 50 cents each tothe number of five with pumps and the 
same with buckets. No distinction is made jbetween firemen and other parties as 
regards prizes. We seek to éncourage promptness and real merit, by whoever 
manifested. 

Prizes at other than building’ fires are awarded as follows : to wit, 75 cents for the 
first. person that extinguishes a fire without help, regardless of the means used; 
otherwise 50 cents each to the number of five with Johnson pumps and one’ bucket 
or two buckets each ; and 25 cents, with one bucket.. An owner, occupant, or em- 
ployee is excluded from the prize awards, as their interest-will naturally prompt their 
earnest endeavors, but others, for honest effort are rewarded ; as for illustration— 
at a recent grass fire a'tittle girl ran from a house with a Johnson pump and bucket 
until she met a man who! dould -use it—she was rewarded, Also a case where ‘a 
woman did a similar service; and was likewise rewarded. Also to a boy for killing 
a fire under a fence with his hat and boots. Prizes have been awarded to persons 
as young as 11 years, and old as 73 years. Every honest effort to save or assist in 
saving life and property from damage by fire or water, rewarded to the number of 
five persons-with pumps and five water carriers, or five other workers in the same 
interest, regardless of the means used. It is significant of the value of light ma- 
chines, that, of over 75 prizes that have been awarded, but two have. been se- 
cured by any engine (the chemical). As an illustration of the effect of the prize 
awards, a recent fire in a house was discovered by a man riding by in a wagon. He 
said as he saw the smoke his first impulse was to go for the bell and ring an alarm, 
then he thought for that he would get no prize, so put whip to his horse and run him 
to the house, rushed in, squelched the fire, and a prize was duly awarded him. 

It may readily be seen, that for quick, efficient work, dependence must be placed 
upon a liberal and judicious disfribution of these small appliances, the pumps and 
their appurtenances. Burn thisinto your minds that a thousand times more. de- 
pends upon getting a small stream on-a fire early, than a large stream late. While 
the supply wagon is a necessary adjunct, it should not be considered the essential 
part of the apparatus, except in the’ case of forest fires where, with its supply of 
water, pumps, buckets, rakes, &c,, it is of inestimable value. At any fire, either of 
buildings or forests, the wagon with its supply of water, tools, &c., would convey 


them where needed, ‘carrying with it .as it docs, 18 portable bases, and could keep” 


the casks constantly replenished instead of being fixed at some well. or: pond as 
would be the case with an.engine, which is entirely dependent upon —its-length-of 
hose for any real use. 

A few pumps should-be carried-by each engine and the hook and ladder ‘com- 





————— 


pany, as they could frequently be tsed to great advantage and avoid 
houses. where the fire'is in the walls or ceiling, and they might often save 

where the insufficiency of water would prevent the use of large machines and 
‘there might bé,.a plenty for the use of small ones. In fact a hook pa hethe 
company is an almost indispensable adjunct of a well organized fire q 
though it is seldom called in use, while the Johnson pumps and their appliances 
added to the equipment of such a company it would seldom if ever be out of use in 
case of fire. 

While this institution is young and points to but few of the many advantages 
arising from the thought hérein embodied it has several unmatured plans which it 
intends to adopt as soon as deemed expedient, among which are building and roof 
climbers, rubber covers for furniture, and various other appliances and improve. 
ments as they may be suggested by the schooling of progressive thought assisted by 
intelligent observation and practical experience. 

Membership is solicited from all persons who are disposed to render help to 
thémselyes and others in the saving of life and property. Ladies especially are 
strongly urged to join and take an interest in the association, as they are almost in. 
variably the first to discover a fire in their homes, and with the advantage of time 
alone might often prove themselves a power farfsuperior to that of the men, No less 
than’five prizes have been taken by ladies, 

With scattered machines and those placed at nearly equal distances by the town 
we seldom have a fire break out that is not within a few rods of some one of the 
pumps or other protection, which accounts for all the prizes being taken by the H. F, 
P. A , excepting one for work and one for response by the chemical, it being loca- 
ted near the fires and instant in attack like the Johnson pumps. 

Resolved into facts, the unavoidable difference in time (priceless gem) that it takes 
to get large machines (say 500 gallons power a minute) to work compared with 
small ones (say § gallons or one-hundredth part its power a minute,) makes the 
small ones under nature's laws almost invariably the largest power when used with 
the same effort‘and judgment. This is intended for no reflection upon large ma- 
chines, for the law applies the same carried to any extent with the smaller ones, 
Estimated by this reasoning, the power of protection against fire in any town may 
be measured by the promptness of attack, number of machines in town, their loca- 
tion, and the energy, power and discretion put with their use. 

During the years from 1876 to 1880 inclusive, in the United States and Canada, 
no less than $415,269,700 were lost, swept out of existence, by fire. Of this 
$345,000,000 was in the United States, making a loss of $69,000,000 annually for 
five years, or almost $8000 an hour. Out of 4199 London fires during 1878, no 
fewer than 2540 were extinguished by the ‘*‘ London Brigade Hand Pump,” aclumsy 
tool, much less practical than ours and used with short hose only, and good au 
thority tells us that our annual burnings are more than the earnings of all the peo 
ple of London. <A very poor compliment for our fire protection. 

We repeat, ‘Time is money,’ and if those words could be indelibly stamped upon 
every person's mind, in the matter only of fighting fires, the results would prove an 
inestimable boon to the whole country. 

This association seeks to prevent conflagrations at the least expense, and to that 
end interest and educate people generally for the successful treatment and extin 
guishment of fires, with the view to the saving of millions—and its aim is as broad 
as the call for protection within its range. 

We would urge the formation of such an association in every town, whether there 
is an- existing fire department or not, as the movement should be welcomed by all 
citizens as a strong assistantin the much desired object of suppression of fires re- 
gardless of size or conditions, and it confers its prizes only as rewards of merit, and 
aside from the supply wagon it is under expense only in moments of danger. 

General Meigs, .late Quartermaster-General, U. S. A., having supplied all the 
Military Posts inthe United States with Johnson pumps, says in a letter to The 
New York Herald of February 13, 1882, that they have saved more property for the 
government ‘than the costly steam and hand fire engines and extinguishers which 
have been supplied to the larger and more important posts. 

Wei ask that every family keep one or more pails filled with water for fire or other 
purposes, always ready for use. How often do we hear people say— If L only could 
havé got hold of a pail of water when I first saw that fire I could have stopped it at 


once. 


Insurance Decisions. 


Tue following digest of all the reported cases relating to fire, marine, life 
and accident insurance, decided in the Supreme and Superior Courts of the Stateo 
Connecticut and in the United States Courts for the District of Connecticut, up 4 
the close of 1881, is published in the Connecticut life report recently issued. Space will 
not allow the printing of all the decisions at once, and we will complete them next 
week. 
I.—INTERESTS INSURABLE AND INSURED. 

1. Policies of insurance, whether life, fire, or marine, are contracts of indemnity 
only. 

Beyin v. The Conn. Mutyal Ins. Co., 23 Conn., 251. 

a. Insurance after.a Fraudulent Conveyance.—In a policy issued by a mutual fire 
insurance company, it was provided that the charter and by-laws should be 4 part 
of the contract of insurance ; that the application of the insured should be held to 
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be a warranty, and a part of the policy; and that the policy should be yoid, unless 


title an ; 44 . 
peat were expressed in the application. The plaintiff obtained a policy upon 


‘cati ing that he owned the property to be insured, and that he was 
= ne waa to the amount of about $600c. In fact, after mortgaging it 
rere amount, he had given sundry voluntary and fraudulent.mortgages toa greater 
pain and then conveyed his remaining interest to his brother by an absolute but 
orem and fraudulent deed. ‘The latter had no knowledge of this conveyance 
nee made, but had subsequently accepted it, and agreed to re-convey on request. 
nal that the policy was void, as the insured had no legal or equitable title which 
ae of justice could recognize in his favor. ‘ 
Treadway v. Hamilton Mutual Ins. Co., 29 Conn., 70, 71. 


3, An interest in the vessel and cargo gives an insurable interest in the profits of | 


oyage. 
yen v. The Norwich Marine Ins, Co., 3 Day, 118. 


4 Life Policy. —A advanced $350 to B, to be used in going to California and 
mining there for a year for their joint benefit. Held, that he had an insurable in- 


terest in B's life, and that a policy taken out upon it for $1000 should be treated as 


a valued policy. 

Bevin v. The Conn. Mutual Life Ins. Co., 233Conn., ‘252. 

5. Interest in Brother's Life-—The mere relationship-of ‘a: brother is not such an 
interest as will support a policy of life insurance; the interest required is one of 
a pecuniary nature. 

Lewis v. Phoenix Mut. Life Ins. Co., 39 Conn., 104. 

6, Payable to Appointee.—The party who takes out a policy of insurance on his 
own life may have it made payable to his representatives, or to any appointee or 
asignee. 

Lemon v. Phoenix Mut. Life Ins, Co., 38 Conn., 303.. 

7. Gift Surrender.—A party who had taken out a policy.of insurance on his own 
fe, in favor of another, and delivered it as a gift, without the’latter’s assent re- 
gained possession of it, surrendered it, and took out .a new policy, similar in all 
respects except that it was in favor of a third party. Held, that the donee of the 
first policy had an equitable right to the amount insured, upon the death of the 
donor, deducting whatever premiums he had paid on the second policy ; these in- 
uring to the benefit of the appointee in that policy. 

Lemon v. Phoenix Mut. Life Ins. Co., 38 Conn., 302. 

8. Separate Interest Insured, by Agreement, as Foint.—A, who owned a tannery, 
and B, who occupied it and owned the stock, united in applying to the defendants 
for insurance on both; and the defendants’ agent knowing all the facts, filled up 
and gave them a policy insuring them, as if oint owners of both tannery and stock. 
The defendants’ charter,Jwhich was made a part of the policy, provides that no in- 
surance shall be valid unless.the insured has a perfect and unincumbered title to the 
property insured, or unless his true title and the incumbrances, if any, be specified 
in thepolicy. Held, that this provision was satisfied whenever, among all the per- 
sons insured under one policy, there was a perfect title, or a title incumbered only 
as stated in the policy ; that A and B were trustees, each for the other, as respected 
the latter's interest, and therefore both had an interest in the whole property in- 
sured; and that they might declare on the policy as joint owners, since the defend- 
ants had given them this description, and were, therefore, estopped from denying 
its truth, 

Peck v, The New London Mutual Ins. Co., 22 Conn., 583-585 

g. A party having the equitable title to real estate, as one in possession under a 
contract fora deed, who has paid a part of the price and is liable for the balance, 
whose interest is vested and fixed, and on whom the loss would fall should the prop- 
erty be injured, has an absolute interest init, and may cause it to be described as 
his, in a policy of insurance, which by its terms is'ta be void unless the interest of 
the insured, if not absolute, be expressed upon its face. 

Hough v. City Fire Ins. Co., 29 Conn., 19-21. 

to. The defendants insured one of their own members, jn a policy referring to 
their charter as annexed and made a part of the contract. One provision of charter 
was that no insurance should be valid unless, when effected, the insured had a good 
and perfect unincumbered title to the property insured; or unless his true title, 
and the incumbrances, if any, where fully specified in the application and the policy. 
The plaintiff's property, before its insurance, had been .mortgaged; and the mort- 
gage had not been paid till after the law-day, nor had the mortgage title been 
teleased. Held, that the outstanding legal titlein the mortgagee, noi having been 
disclosed, invalidated the policy, at least in a court of law; _as a perfect title must be 
one good both at law and in equity. Se fhe 

Warner v. The Middlesex Mutual Assurance ‘Co.,° 21 Conn:, 448, 449. 

Lockwood v. Same, 47 Comn., 553. . 8 ; ones 

11. Whether the plaintiff's title could have been called-" perfect,"” had he shown 
that the mortgagee was precluded by a parole estoppel from asserting his title 
against him or those claiming under him, Queréi : 

Warner v. The Middlesex Assurance Co., 21 Comn.,449,-450. 

i Where a mortgagee applied for insurance through a local insurance agent, 
intending to procure an insurance of his mortgage interest, and so stating to thie 
agent, but the agent drew the application as for an insurance on the property itself, 
in the name of the mortgagor and as his property, the amount to be payable in 


dinterest of the insured, and the amount and nature of all incum- ; 





case of loss to the mortgagee, and, 0-made the. application, and had_the policy so 
made in the belief that such was the proper legal mode of effecting an insurance on 
the mortgage interest, it was held, that the mistake could be corrected by a court 
chancery, whether it was one of law or of fact. 

Woodbury Savings Bank v. Charter Oak Ins. Co., 31 Conn., 529. 

13. The plaintiffs, being in .possession of a railroad, as trustees under a second 
mortgage, procured insurance to ‘* the trustees of"’ this mortgage, on “‘ their" depot 
building, ‘‘ oc¢upied by them,” in 'M. Soon afterwards fhe first mortgage was 
foreclosed, but the decree adjudged that they had a lien for their services and ad- 
vancements to the amount of $83,000, which was paramount to the first mortgage, 
and must be redeemed by the parties claiming under the latter. The depot having 
been burned, after the first mortgage trustee had conveyed the road to a new corpora- 
tion, formed by the bondholders, which had taken possession under the foreclosure, 
but before the lien established under the decree had been paid. 

. Held that the insurers were discharged under the provisions in the policy avoid- 
ing the insurance ‘if the property be transferred, or any chang? take place in the 
title or possession, whether by legal process, a judicial decree, or voluntary transfer 
or conveyance, or when the property has been sold and delivered, or otherwise dis- 
posed of, so that all interest or liability on the part of the insured has ceased.” 

Bishop v. Clay Ins. Co., 45 Conn., 453-454. (Two judges dissenting, 456-462.) 

14. In an action at law on a policy to ‘‘the trustees of a"’ certain railroad mort- 
gage, they cannot show by parole that it was intended to insure the trustees per- 
sonally for their personal interest accruing by reason of advances made for the bene- 
fit of the trust estate. 

Id.,"455. 

15. :A five years’ lease is not an ‘‘incumbrance”’ on property insured, within the 
meaning of that term, as used in the printed ‘‘ proposals,” especially if the policy 
describes the property as occupied by a tenant. 

Lockwook v. Middlesex Mutual Assurance Co., 47 Conn., 560. 

16. A sale, by one of two who are jointly insured, of his interest in the property, 
to the other, is not an “‘alienation by sale or otherwise,” which will forfeit the 
policy. 

Lockwood v. Middlesex Mutual Assurance Co., 47 Conn., 564. 


Examination. of Lloyds Plate Glass. 


By direction of Commissioner Tarbox,:of Massachusetts, an examination 
of Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company has been completed by Noah A. Plymp- 
ton, special examiner of the Department, and: Mr, Plympton has submitted his re- 
port to the Commissioner. He made a very thorough examination of the company, 
going through.all books, papers and records from the date of organization. He 
discounts certain assets, claimed by the company. in the way.of plate glass salvage 
and amounts due the company for glass sold (part of which has since been paid) 
and disallows office furniture and fixtures. The examiner increases the reserve of 
the company for unearned premiums somewhat. Referring to the plate glass sal- 
vage, he says that he had a thorough examination and appraisal made of each lot 
in detail by an expert, and states that it is one of the most valuable assets of the 
company. He refers also to the fact that the Lloyds, as a company, is in the first 
year of its existence, that ‘‘it is ‘doing a large business of its kind, is managed with 
ability and economy, is prompt and honorable in the settlement of its losses and its 
policyholders are amply protected.” It will be remembered that this company 
formerly did business as individual underwriters and was merged into the present 
corporation at the suggestion of the Insurance Department of New York State. 

Examiner Plympton is now investigating the Metropole Insurance Company of 
Paris, which recently decided to withdraw from the United States. A favorable re- 
port is anticipated. 


Cigarette Smoking. 


BEARING in mind the recent discussion among the doctors of the insur- 
ance journalistic profession on the tobacco question, we notice that the London 
Lancet is now quoted in support of the assertion that cigarette smoking, if only the 
cigarettes are smoked in the proper fashion, is by no means an unhealthy custom. 
For some three or four years past it has been the habit to rail at this particular 
method of using tobacco, as if it were one of the most pernicious that could be de. 
vised. But now the Lancet comes to the defense and asserts that cigarette smok- 
ing may be both soothing and’ recuperating, provided, however, that the little roll 


_of tobacco is loosely held between the fingers and puffed from time to time. Where 


injury may be expected, is in, keeping the cigarette firmly between the lips and 
‘sucking in and retaining all of the nicotine that it may contain. Considering” the 
many charms that cigarette smoking apparently has for hundreds of thousands of 
Americans, it is, perhaps, satisfactory to know that the custom is susceptible of de- 
fense. Apropos to particular ailments, due to the indulgence in current methods of 
amusements, it now seems that the playing of lawn tennis is seriously objectionable. 
Those who indulge overmuch in this pastime acquire what is termed “ a lawn ten- 
nis elbow ;” that is, the delicate sheath that incloses the muscles of the elbow is 
wrenched and distorted by this special form of exercise, and the arm, for the time 
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being, becomes not only exceedingly painful,—but not particularly serviceable for 
ordinary uses. For this, as for, excess in cigarette smoking, there is no other recog- 
nized remedy but an absolute cessation of the indulgence to which this defect is due. 


German Mortality Table. 


THE appended mortality table, arrived at by comparison of the population 
in the Prussian States living at the beginning of the years 1867, 1868, 1872, 1875 
and 1877, with those that died in the same respective years, was prepared by Baron 
de Fircks, member of the Royal Prussian Statistical Bureau. Of one hundred 
thousand persons of each sex, aged eighteen years, the following persons survived 
at the beginning of each successive year: 








Males | Females | Average | Males Females | Average 
Living. | Living. Living. : Living. Living. Living. 





100,000 -| 50,291 56,501 53,396 
99.450 | . 48,208 54,501 514355 
98,870 46,427 525784 49,606 
98,250 44,411 59.795 | 47,604 
42,279 48,652 | 45,466 

40,068 46,361 | 43,215 

37,818 44,917 | = 40,918 

351585 41,726 38,656 

33,268 | 39.313 36,201 

30,915 36,765 33,841 

28,550 34,097 31,324 

26,201 | 31,392 28,797 

24,133 29,117 26,626 

21,916 | 26,558 | 24,238 

19,747 | 24,047 | 21,898 

17,599 21,551 19,576 

15,494 19,046 17,270 

13,538 | 16,746 155142 

11,668 14,601 13,135 

12,353 11,049 

10,306 9,224 

8,510 7,618 

71234 | 6.455 

5,967 | 5.318 

45758 | 45384 

3,699 3,288 

2,856 2,520 

2,239 1,944 

1,719 | 15474 

1,265 | 1,066 

904 | 75% 

621 521 

486 403 

359 | 298 

257 213 
192 157 
139 | 112 
t12 | 88 
&9 68 
69 52 
51 38 
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United Firemen’s Insurance Company of Philadelphia. 


TueE United Firemen’s Insurance Company has recently grown into great 
popularity and is taking rank with the leading companies of the country, both in 
point of enterprise and solidity. It was oryanized in 1860 with a capital stock of 
two hundred thousand dollars, and its assets have steadily increased up to last year, 
when a new board of directors increased its capital stock to $300,000, and added 
$50,000 to the surplus fund. It had assets on the first of January, amounting to 
$736,252.07, and is now enjoying a successful year. Joseph L. Caven, the presi- 
dent, is a prominent and well-known gentlemen, whose sound judgment inspires 
confidence in business circles, and with Mr. Robt. B. Beath, the well-known and 
experienced underwriter, for secretary, the company have a good team. One.of the 
notable events in this company’s history was the occupation of its new building, 
No. 419 Walnut street, last year. Numerous descriptions of the handsome edifice 
have been published. In point of architecture, beauty and convenience, it is among 
the best in the country. It has been fitted up with all modern improvements, suited 
to the business, and the upper floors are rented to such an advantage that the com- 
pany receives a good rate of interest upon its investment. 


Rules for Issuing Policies. 


THE following rules to be observed in issuing policies are appended to 
the published tariff of rates} recently promulgated by the San Antonio, Texas, 
Local Board : 

No policy to be written at less than the rates adopted by this Board. 

Blanket policies, covering distinct or separate risks, or items of hazard, are pro- 
hibited. 

Policies on mercantile risks shall, in all cases, be written to cover specific amounts 
on stock, and on store furniture and fixtures. 

Policies covering buildings other than churches, dwellings, or school houses, or 
the contents thereof, shall not be written for a term exceeding one year. 





$<. 


Short rates shall be charged in all cases for periods short of one year, 

No privilege shall be granted to any policy without the charge of an adequate 
rate theretor. 

All policies covering the same risk shall be nsade concurrent. 

Where there are two or more buildings adjoining, unless they Communicate go ag 
to make them virtually one risk, separate amounts shall be placed on each buildin 
and the contents thereot. 8 

Additional insurance shall be limited in all but open policies, 

The average clause to be inserted in all policies covering cotton and lumber, 

Privilege may be granted to keep fire-works to the amount of $100 in value. In 
excess of that sum, an additional charge of ten cents per $100 insurance per month 
for each $100 worth permitted shall be made. 

The amount of gasoline, benzine, naphtha or petroleum, for which Fermit may 
be given, is limited to forty gallons of all; of kerosene, five barrels, and of gun. 
powder, twenty-five pounds. 

Not more than fifteen days builder's permit to be given on any policy without ex. 
tra charge. 

Exposed frame store buildings or the contents thereof, if not specifically rated, 
must not be insured until so rated, or may be.written and presented for rating at the 
next meeting of the Board, when the additional premium must be collected if the 
rate 1s advanced beyond that paid. 


MERE MENTION. 


—Bun F. Price, Secretary of the Home Insurance Company of Memphis, 
was in Chicago last week, en route home from a California trip. 


—Bernkeimer &, Priddy, of Leadville, Colorado, are successors to 
Samuel Lesem, District Agent of the Travelers Insurance Company. 


—D. W. C. Skilton, secretary of the Phoenix Fire Insurance Company, 
of Hartford, returned from Europe on the steamship Alaska, arriving in New York 
on Sunday. 

—A meeting of the Chicago Local Board was held last week and a com- 
mittee appointed to stir up the agents who are behind in paying their assessment 
for the maintenance of the fire patrol. 


—The Pacific Board of Underwriters report the destruction of property 
by fire on the coast the last six months at $1,900,000. The average insurance loss 
the last twelve years is under $1,000,000. 


—The total loss by fires in St. Louis for the first six months of this year 
is $440,805; loss to insurance companies, $322,807, This is only about half as 
great as the loss for the corresponding time last year. 


—H. A. Nalte, formerly with the Western Department of the Home of 
New York, has been appointed special agent of the Concordia Fire Insurance 
Company of Milwaukee, with headquarters at the home office. 


—Hoyt Sherman, President of the Equitable Life of Des Moines, who 
has been quite ill, is convalescent, and is away on a trip seeking rest and quiet. 
He hopes to be back at his post, fully recovered, early in August. 


—The news comes that a petition has been presented for the winding 
up of the Realm Fire Insurance Company of England, of which A. T. Wood 
recently announced himself ‘‘ American Manager,” and regarding which we have 
not been able to speak altogether favorably. 


—The Concordia Fire Insurance Company, of Milwaukee, is out with 
its 27th semi-annual statement, which shows an increase of twenty thousand dollars 
in the net surplus over the amount shown by the January statement. The net sur- 
plus, over capital of $200,000, is now $93,307. 


—Henry Bennett, insurance agent at Cedar Rapids, was last month 
appointed receiver of the Marriage Fund Mutual Trust Association of Cedar 
Rapids. The assets so received by him consist of the books and supplies of the 
Association, and funds in bank and in safe, amounting to $4,759.61 


—The Berkshire Life Insurance Company has issued a graphic map of 
the famous Berkshire Hills region for circulation among summer tourists. The 
Berkshire Hills extend in Massachusetts from Vermont upon the north to Connec- 
ticut upon the south for fifty miles along the eastern border of New York. 


—The Firemen’s Insurance Company of Baltimore has just finished 
laying the foundations of its new building to be erected on the old site occupied by 
the company for so many years past. The building will be six stories and mansard 
high, with elevator; ofa plain but substantial character, and owing to its very cene 
tral location, will offer many advantages to those desiring to rent its offices. 


—The following preamble and resolution was adopted at the last meets 
ing of the New Orleans Firemens'’s Charitable Association : ‘‘ Whereas, In past years 
certain persons have been making large sums of money by fires occurring on ship- 
board in this port, and in order to perpetuate the good name of the Firemen s 
Charitable Association, be it Resolved, That delegates representing the different 
companies of the fire department at a regular meeting do volunteer to extinguish 
fires occurring on shipboard, steamboats, or other water craft, without pay, salvage 
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orcost of any kind.” It is believed that this action will put an end to salvage claims 


at that port. 

—On July 9 J. S. Bloomingston, editor and publisher of The Investiga- 
tor and Western Fireman, was married to Miss Frances E, Drake. Next to insur- 
ing his life and property, Mr. Bloomingston could not have taken a more prudent 
p and we trust that in assuming his new responsibility he may enjoy the highest 
pte of that domestic solace and enjoyment which only a Benedict can derive from 


home. 
—Albo de Bernules, manager of the United Fire Re-insurance Com- 
y of Manchester, Eng , and president of the Irving Fire of New York, sailed by 
the steamship Servia of the Cunard line on Wedne: day, the 18th inst. Mr Bernales 
; brought his companies through the first six months of the year with encourag- 


as 
na results, and sails for England with the complacency of one who has a good re- 


port to make. 

—The National Fire Insurance Company of Baltimore has been mak- 
ing extensive improvements to its building, corner of Seeond and Holliday streets, 
and is now fitting up the office with handsome wood counters and all modern im- 
provements. Some changes have recently been made in the Board and personnel of 
the company, and this is one of the results, besides others which are not so appar- 
ent to the public. 

—Major Witte, says the Journal of the Franklin Institute, has provided 
the steam fire engines of the city of Berlin with pipes for the discharge of compressed 
carbonic acid into the steam chamber. When the engine starts from the station 
the boiler is heated ; on arriving at the fire the carbonic acid is at first employed as 
amotor, then the gas and steam work together, and finally steam alone is used. By 
this arrangement the engine is brought into action four or five minutes sooner than 
would be otherwise possible. 


—The semi-annual financial statement of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company, of New York, is creditable to the officers and directors, showing an in- 
crease in assets of $60,000 and an important increase in the surplus. The assets now 
aggregate $463,392, and the surplus over capital and all other liabilities is shown 
by the company’s books to be $51,991. The resources of this company have been 
more than doubled in less than four years. 


—Since our last issue the following New York fire insurance companies 
have declared mid-summer dividends: American, § per cent; American Exchange, 
5; Clinton, 5; Continental, 74; Farragut, 6; Glens Falls, 5; Greenwich, 7% ; 
Home, 5; Irving, 2% ; Lafeyette, 5; Lorillard, 3; Manufacturers and Builders, 3 ; 
Mechanics, 5; Mechanics and Traders, 5; National, 5; New York Equitable, 6; 


Peter Cooper, 6; Rutgers, 5; Standard, 3% ; Stuyvesant,6; Williamsburg City, ro 


—Life insurance is in demand at this season of the year. Overheard : 


First elderly gentleman to his wife: ‘‘If I should not return you will get the in- 
surance on my life all right; good bye.’’ Second bald-headed, nervous man to 
his business partner: ‘‘I believe I have told you all about my private financial 


affairs and my desires; farewell." What meant this solemn leavetaking ? Simply 
that two of our richest merchants were going out to join a game of base ball be- 
tween two trade nines. 


—Among the topics set dowa for d.scussion by the National Associa- 
tion of Fire Engineers, which will meet at New Orleans in October, is ‘‘ Spontane- 
ous Combustion,” which is to be considered by Charles T. Holloway, fire inspector 
of the city of Baltimore. Mr. Holloway has before read several papers upon this 
topic, which have been full of information and interest. He has given much time 
to the study of the subject, and his contribution this time will undoubtedly be as 
valuable as those heretofore given by him. 


—The foliowing, although a little late in the season, m.y be of use to 
some of our readers: The president of a life insurance company has addressed the 
the following note to one of its policyholders: ‘‘ It has come to our knowledge that 
you have written several spring poems wih the intention of offering them for sale 
tothe public press. I write this to sty that if you persist in your purpose it will 
work a forfeiture of your policy. You only pay the ordinary rates, and we always 
classify spring poets as ‘‘ extra haza dous.” 


—In Chicago, where business houses have the mercurtal alarm con- 
nected with the fire patrol headquarters, a rebate is made on the rate of insurance. 
As the city ordinances now prohibit the company putting in these alarms from 
stringing wires, and as the city fire alarm service are allowed to, it is proposed to 
make connections in the future with the engine houses of the fire department. A 
committee consisting of T.S. Cunningham, J. H. Moore, and C. H. Case, has 
been appointed by the board to consider the matter and recommend what rebate 
itis advisable to allow. 


—Twenty five years and nearly $400,000 expended by a Cincinnati as- 
signee in winding up a life insurance company. The report of James H. Kilbreath, 
trustee in the arrangement of the Ohio Life Insurance and Trust Company, which 
was made in 1858, was published July 8. The report says a final dividend of 9% 
Per cent to the unsecured creditors is now ready for distribution. Prompted evi- 
dently by an apprehension tha’ his report ef an assignment, which was made twenty- 
five years ago, will be regarded as a little tardy, the trustee makes this explanation: 
“ There probably never was a great failure in this country in which the complica- 





tions were so all prevailing, and where the assets were of such uncertain value and 
so hard to reach.” 


—State Auditor Brown, of Iowa, recently took counsel of Attorney- 
General McPherson regarding hail insurance companies and how he should treat 
them, there being no law in that State on the subject. The Attorney General says: 
‘In any and every event, it will not do to say that hail insurance companies did not 
comply with reference to capital. It seems to me that you ought either to require 
them to have the requisite capital for fire insurance companies, or you should refuse 
to give them certificates and refuse to commission their agents The more I ex- 
amine the insurance laws, the more I am convinced that many kinds of insurance 
laws have grown up and the methods of doing busin'ss have changed, and that a 
revision of the statutes is very much needed. The wisdom of the suggestion in your 
forthcoming report is apparent to all who have given attention to the subject.” 


—The fo!lowing has been given for publicaiion by James W. Alexander, 
vice-president of the Equitable Life Assurance Scciety : In The Sun of June 26 was 
published an account of a conversation said by the correspondent to have taken place 
in Paris between the president of the Equitable Life Assurance Society and Dr. 
Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., in connection with the retirement of Dr. Tyng. We have 
awaited informatioa from Paris before making anything more than a general denial 
of the account. The newspaper has reached Paris, and we are in receipt of a 
message from the president of the society to the following effect: The report of an 
alleged conversation between Henry B. Hyde and Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., in 
Paris, is entirely fictitious. Dr. Tyng resigned his position in the Equitable. The 
compensation due him for his unexpired contract and commissions accrued and to 
accrue was left by him to the decision of Mr. Hyde and A. Van Bergen, one of the 
directors of the Equitable Society resident in Paris. A calculation was made of the 
same, and Dr. Tyng was paid the actual value of his interest and no more. 


—The hearing of the application cf the Home Life Insurance Company 
of Burlington, and the Security of Des Moines, both co-operative organizations, 
for a writ of mandamus to compel the Auditor of State to issue them a certificate to 
do business under the laws of Iowa, was commenced Thursday. Judge D. D. 
Miracle, of Webster City, sitting in the case. The Auditor sets up as a defense 
that they are not insurance compunies under the meaning «f the Iowa law, as they 
do not insure or guarantee anything upon the policies written. They simply agree 
to turn over such money as may be collected upon a death assessment without re- 
gard to whether that amount is 100 per cent or ro per cent of the face of the policy. 
The Auditor claims that the Iowa law does not contemplate or provide for the 
recognition of any such organizations by the Insurance Department of the State. 
Judge Miracle stated that he should desire the counsel in the case to disregard 
formality in their arguments in the case and to go to the bottom of it on account of 
its unusual importance. There is no precedent to it in the judicial decisions of the 
State, and the court would therefore hear the arguments with a great deal of pati- 
ence. A decision need not be expected for some time. 

—S nce June t the following rewards have been offered by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters for the detection and convic ion of incendiaries: $250, 
Gustave Fox's brick saloon at Savannah, Ga, fired in May, 1883; $500, F. H. 
Stafford & Co.'s flour mill at Richmond, Ind., fired April g; $250, J. A. Garner's 
store and contents at Berkshire, Ga., fired October 26, 1882 ; $300, Leopold Wolf's 
dwelling at Meriden, Conn., fired May 25, 1883; $500, F. L. Martin's cotton com- 
press at Texarkana, Tex , fired March 16; $250, Jefferson ©. Kuoblock’s stock at 
Donelson, Ind., fired May 27; $200, barn and stable of Samuel and Henry M. 
Willis’s estate, at East Williston, L. I., fired May 13; $1000, wholesale grocery 
stock of Bertram, Buggerhoff & Moeller, at Austin, Tex., fired May 13; $250, cot- 
ton gin house of S. F. M_ Barnard, at Vernon, La., fired February 18, 188t ; $250, 
livery barn of ‘thomas Jones, at Port Leyden, N. Y., fired June 13 last ; $150, frame 
saloon of George Osborne, at Olean, N. Y., fired June 12; $250, frame row of 
buildings at Kinderhook, N. Y., fired June 14; $150, H. V. Bostwick’s cooper shop, 
at Ithaca, N. Y., fired June 20; $350, Mrs. H. L. Elkins’ dwelling at Fitchburg, 
Mass., fired June 30; $500, flouring mill of George W. McKinney, at Colfax, Ind., 
fired April 11. 

—The old suit against the Chicago University came up again in Judge 
Blodgett's c urt last week. The suit was originally brought by the Union Mutual 
Life Insurance Company to foreclose a mortgage of $150,000 on the university prop- 
erty. Afterward the Chicago Astronomical Society filed a bill against the insur- 
ance company to set this mortgage aside, on the ground that the trustees who made 
it had no authority to make a trust deed of the property. The Astronomical So- 
ciety became a party because it built and owned the observatory at the rear of the 
college buildings where the big telescope is placed. To this bill the insurance 
company demurred, claiming that, even if the trustees did not have the authority to 
make the trust deed, that fact was not a good defense. Judge Blodgett last week 
overruled this demurrer, and gave the insurance company fifteen days in which to 
file an answer to the bill. The defense of the university against the foreclosure bill 
is much the same as the claim made by the Astronomical Society. The university 
and the Astronomical Society will now join in the defense and take proofs together. 
The indebtedness of the university to the insurance company was originally $102,000, 
for money borrowed for the purpose of erecting the present college buildings. The 
interest was often in arrears, and was added to the principal, and when the insur- 
ance company filed the bill a few years ago, the debt had grown ne-half its orig- 
inal size. 
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